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Lent offers us all a very

special opportunity to

grow in our relationship

with God and to deepen

our commitment to a way

of life, rooted in our

baptism.  In our busy world,

Lent provides us with an

opportunity to reflect upon

our patterns, to pray more

deeply and to be generous

to those in need.  

Recently, I was blessed to be

asked and be able to say yes

to four couples in their requests for my

participation in their weddings.  It is always a

privilege to enter the lives of those preparing

for the Sacrament of Marriage.  Being

available to our community has me perform

in many ways.  This has included the

Sacrament of the Sick for a seriously ill

parishioner, aiding two students in crisis, 

and officiating at a funeral of a good friend.

Providing guidance for students caught in

crises is a particularly sacred moment for me.

They are now walking a little easier but their

walk is going to be a long and difficult one.

Because I am available twenty-four/seven, I

was here to lighten their burden.  I am here

because you provide the support necessary

for this work to continue.  THANK YOU!

In this newsletter, in addition to sharing news

of programs, you will find the announcement

of the Phelan-Wiberley Society.  This is an

effort to recognize the very generous

intentions of those who include this

organization in their estate plans.  Knowing

that our students and community can be

served well into the future because of such

generosity is greatly appreciated.

The Foundation and Parish also relies on the

donations received from Mass collections,

response to this newsletter, various appeals,

and the RNF Board of Trustees.  With this

incredible support we are here for the

students, RPI community and Parish.  Thank

you for everything you do to make this

possible.

May you continue to recognize the 

Lord, always.

A Blessed Easter to you and your 

loved ones!

Sincerely,`

Father Ed Kacerguis

Dear Alums, Family and Friends:

Welcome Spring! Fr. Ed had plenty of opportunities

to use the snow blower this past winter.



Over the years, we have welcomed and celebrated
thousands of people who have joined us at the C+CC.

Now you’ve given us even more reason to rejoice.

In early 2014, we announced a $2.4 million capital campaign.
At the time, about $1.5 million had already been raised
toward this goal.  As we closed 2014, we were creeping in 
on reaching an incredible milestone…. $2 million raised. 

This success has come as a result of the incredible work of
the campaign committee which is led by Fran Hyde and
Michael Diacovo ‘78.  They are joined by Fr. Ed Kacerguis,
Sharon Wiberley Valiquette ‘79, David Haviland ‘64, and
assisted by staff members, Tom Mattern, Diane Waters and
Mary Holbritter.

Money donated to the campaign has enabled us to make
critical improvements to the building.  Fully funding the
campaign goals will enhance the C+CC’s strength and role in
the future of our students by addressing four initiatives: repair

Preserving a Presence — Nurturing a Future 
& refurbish the aging building, establish a program fund, 
grow the investment fund (a small percentage of whose
earnings support annual operating expenses) and maintain 
the Annual Fund program.  

Now, the clock is ticking.  Our fund year closes 31 August
2015.  This is also the same date set as our deadline to close
the campaign.  We have approximately six months to raise
$400,000 and your help is needed.  To reach our goal, we will
need our alumni, friends and family to consider making their
most generous donation to RNF.  Typically, gifts for capital
campaigns are larger than gifts made annually (through the
Sun & Balance) and donors are able to fulfill their
commitments over three years.

We invite you to consider what RNF has meant to you and
how you can secure the work and building for future
students.  To learn more about the capital campaign and help
us reach the $2.4 million goal, visit our website or contact
the office at rnf@rpi.edu.

The Newman Catholic Fellowship (NCF) has been busy during the fall and spring semesters of the
2014-2015 school year.  Members and officers of NCF offer RPI students opportunities for deepening
their Roman Catholic faith, building lasting friendships through fellowship and reaching out to the wider
community through service work.  Here are some of the moments captured in pictures.
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NCF members share a home cooked dinner together in the

hospitality house.  NCF meets every Sunday when school is

in session, following the 5 p.m. Mass at the C+CC, to continue

this tradition.  Members rotate cooking for the group. 

NCF traveled to St.

Mary’s on the lake

in lake George, NY

for their annual Fall

retreat.  here,

members enjoy 

a lakeside bonfire

complete with

s’mores.  (l-R) 

Kevin Kortright,

Ryan Gagnon, and 

austin hernandez.

also at the Fall retreat, NCF members hold 

a small group discussion on the front porch 

overlooking the lake of the retreat house. 

(l-R) Kathleen Flynn, Georges Jaar, haley

derlinga, Kevin Kortright, and Patrick lopez.

NCF & Knights of Columbus prayed the rosary 

with Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger in albany.  

(l-R) Patrick lopez, Christian Schenkelberg, 

Sam Miller, Bishop Scharfenberger, Felipe Ortiz,

Kathleen Flynn, Georges Jaar, and Mike Cuozzo.
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On Saturday, 13 December 2014, Bishop Edward
Scharfenberger joined Deacon Joe Romand in

celebrating the 5:15 p.m. Mass.  At the end of the service,
the Honorable Arthur J. Gajarsa ’62, member of the
Rensselaer Newman Foundation Board of Trustees and
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, presented Bishop Scharfenberger with a special
token on behalf of Rensselaer Newman
Foundation and the Parish Christ Sun
of Justice.

It seems that Fr. Ed has been
working hard at converting the
Bishop into an Engineers’ hockey
fan.  To commemorate this effort, the
Honorable Mr. Gajarsa presented the
Bishop with an Engineers’ jersey with the
Bishop’s name on the back.

It should complement the RPI hockey puck that the 
Bishop received during the 2014 Committee of 100 
dinner in early November.
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For the second consecutive year, NCF formed a

team to walk in the St. Jude Walk to raise awareness

for pediatric cancer.  The event took place at

Crossgates Mall in albany, NY.  

NCF hosted a brunch in the C+CC lounge

after the 10:30 a.m.  Mass as part of

Reunion & homecoming Weekend.

Pictured here are a group of recent past

Newman Presidents.  (l-R) Kathleen Flynn,

Russell Brown, Marianne Monastero, 

Rick Gallo, Matt Trosa, and Philip Maas. 

 but smiles during a quick taste test of the 

 ng picked for NCF’s annual apple pie & crisp

 aiser.  (l-R) Tina Gilliland and Geena Simila.

Time to roll the dough - Members work

late into the night at the hospitality

house to get all the pie crusts ready for

filling!  (l-R) Sam Miller, Matthew

Kosman, and haley derlinga.

ime to get crafty! NCF

embers met at the hospitality

ouse to craft Christmas Cards

r a local Nursing home and

pread Christmas blessings.

hot Pies everywhere! Georges Jaar finds a spot for one of the 75

pies & crisps baked and waiting for boxes.  Thanks to the supportive

Christ Sun of Justice parish, Newman sold out of pies early.



To quote the Pastoral Council By-Laws, the Council
“strives to empower parish members in

the exercise of their gifts by providing and
fostering leadership and to harmonize parish
efforts with those of its cluster, the diocese
and the universal Church”.  The Council
accomplishes this by serving as a coordinating
body for several campus groups, through its
support of community related ministries
conducted by parish members and through
projects conducted by the Council itself.  The
Council’s monthly meetings serve as the forum
through which the various groups associated
with the parish report on their past and
planned activities. 

In this my first year as Chairperson of the
Council, I have found great enjoyment in
working with a group of individuals who demonstrate their
commitment to the parish and community through their
enthusiastic contributions to a wide range of ministries.  With
each successive meeting I am more impressed with this group’s
collective commitment and contributions.

If asked to pick the single most valuable attribute of the

Council I would respond that its diversity is that attribute.
As we know, one of the parish’s greatest
strengths is the blending of campus and
community, this carries over to the Pastoral
Council’s discussions and efforts.  Although
members representing Newman Catholic
Fellowship or Knights of Columbus transition
from year-to-year, these representatives
consistently bring fresh thinking and
enthusiasm.  When combined with the
contributions of undergraduate and graduate
students, and long-time parish members the
results are very positive.

When preparing this article, I considered what
my goals are for the Pastoral Council while
Chairperson, and it is really quite simple, to
continue the diversity and energy of the

Council.  I have found that, given the value returned to the
parish and personal satisfaction gained from participating, the
level of effort is really quite minimal.  I believe that bringing
new voices to the Council with different insights and ideas
will only add value to the Council, parish and those individuals
who participate in the Council.

Diversity and Dedication 
Power the Pastoral Council

Jim Brennan, Chair, Pastoral Council, The University Parish of Christ Sun of Justice
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The blending of campus and community — the Pastoral

Council meets monthly while school is in session.



Steven Sanders

Steven Sanders is currently the
Executive Director of ACTS (Agencies
for Children’s Therapy Services).  ACTS
is a statewide association of some 33
companies that provide pre-school
special education services and early
intervention for learning delayed
toddlers and infants.  He is also the
Principal of a government consulting
firm known as JJMH Consulting and
maintains his offices for both ACTS and
JJMH Consulting in Albany.

Steven was born and raised in New York City.  He was Bar
Mitzvah in 1964.  He graduated from City College in 1973, a
BA degree in Government (with a major in Political Science
and a minor in History).  Steven was elected to the New York
State Assembly in 1978 from his Manhattan district and served
for 28 years until his retirement from elected public service
after 2005.  Prior to his election to the Assembly, Steven served
as President of the largest residential tenant’s association in
New York City (the Stuyvesant Town-Peter Cooper Village
Tenants Association) and also was elected President of
Mid-Manhattan Democratic Club.  

During his tenure in government, Steven chaired a number of
important Standing Committees including the Committee on
Mental Health and Disabilities as well as the Committee on
Education.  Steven was appointed as an adjunct Professor at his
alma mater during 2004, where he taught a post graduate class
in the policy and politics of public education.  He was cited as
an “education expert” by New York City’s largest weekly
newspaper, Our Town.  Steven guest lectured on the subject of
financing public education at Harvard University (John F.
Kennedy school of public policy).  During his time in
government, his work received acclaim and awards for his
leadership in Mental Health and Education in particular, as well
as government reform.  Steven was named the first ever New
York State “Ethical Legislator of the Year” by Common Cause
(1988) and was presented his award by former Watergate
prosecutor Archibald Cox.

Steven and his wife Tammy Jo became members of the
University Parish Christ Sun of Justice in 2005 and they
celebrated their tenth wedding anniversary in 2010 by renewing
their vows in the Church with Father Ed acting as the officiate
and blessing them.  Tammy and Steven host an annual coffee
hour after Mass.  Tammy is a leader in the soup kitchen activity

John E. Kolb, P.E. — Vice President for
Information Services and Technology and
Chief Information Officer at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute

John E. Kolb, ‘79 received his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in electrical
engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute.  A Professional Engineer,
licensed in NYS,  John’s Rensselaer
career spans over 30 years.  Currently, VP
for Information Services and Technology,
and CIO.  He previously served as Dean
of Computing and Information Services,
Assistant Dean, Engineering; Head, Core Engineering, and
Director of Engineering Computing Services.  John has taught
courses in Engineering, Science, Management, and IT.  He is Vice
Chairman, NYSERNet.org Board of Directors; Treasurer,
NYSERNet.net Board of Directors; Chair, Program Advisory
Group for Research (PAG-R) and a member of the Board of
Directors for Internet2; past member, NYS Universal
Broadband Council (Vice Chair, Network Infrastructure Access
Action Team); Co-Chair, University of the State of NY
Technology Policy and Practices Council; served on various
EDUCAUSE Committees.  John is a member of the American
Society for Engineering Education and the Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers.  He was former Chair of the CIO
Council of The Business-Higher Education Roundtable, Capital
Region; and Board Member and President of the Children’s
Museum of Science and Technology.  John has presented at
numerous higher education and technology conferences.  He
was Co-PI on the Boeing Outstanding Engineering Educator
Award and was instrumental in attracting and implementing
numerous technology grants at Rensselaer, including the
Rensselaer Center for Computational Innovations (CCI)
which has peta-scale compute capabilities, and the IBM Watson
system.

The Board of Trustees of the Rensselaer Newman Foundation elected two new members, Steven Sanders and John Kolb, at
the Annual Meeting held on 7 November 2014.  We would like to welcome and thank them for their commitment to guide
the Foundation, and through it, the Chapel + Cultural Center, into the future. 

RNF Welcomes New Board Members

which the Church and its members proudly sponsor. 

Tammy and Steven reside in Troy.  They are avid baseball fans
and enjoy visiting cities around the country with Major
League baseball stadiums.  They enjoy all forms of music
including their patronage of the Troy Music Hall which
features classical music, to contemporary country music.

Tammy and Steven recently became the proud owners of 
a puppy Shih Tzu named Mocha Sanders!
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Founding Members Make Lasting Impact

The Rensselaer Newman Foundation
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
The Student Union, Room 3514
110 Eighth Street
Troy, NY 12180

Phone:  (518) 276-6518 Chaplains Office
Phone:  (518) 274-7793 Chapel + Cultural Center
Email:  rnf@rpi.edu

www.chapelandculturalcenter.org
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Please visit our website or follow us 
on Facebook to view upcoming events.

Phelan-Wiberley
Society Announced

Over the years, The Rensselaer Newman Foundation and the

parish, Christ Sun of Justice, has been the beneficiary of the

thoughtful giving of donors who choose to support the Foundation’s

work through planned gifts.  In fact, the Foundation’s largest estate

gift has come from our very own founder Fr.  Thomas Phelan.

This past November, the Board of Trustees, enthusiastically,

endorsed the formation of the Phelan-Wiberley Society.  

This community is the Foundation’s way of formally welcoming

and recognizing those who have committed to RNF, and/or the

parish, in their estate plans.  Beginning in 2015 and continuing

throughout the year, those with estate gifts that notify us that

they have included us in their long-term financial and estate

planning, become the founding members of the Phelan-Wiberley

Society.  At the end of 2015, the Society continues to welcome

new members but having founders is our way of thanking those

who made the decision in our inaugural year. 

Planned gifts provide financial flexibility and various tax benefits

for donors.  Planned gifts also provide an effective means of

financial stewardship, redirecting money to needs that would

otherwise become lost to estate, capital gains or income taxes.

Because a planned gift requires careful consideration of a donor's

personal, financial and charitable goals and desires, we encourage

you to consult with your financial, tax or legal adviser.

In coming newsletters and on our website, we will offer news

and stories of gifts made.  If you would like to share your name

and intentions with us or learn more, please contact Diane

Waters at waterd3@rpi.edu or (518) 276-6517.  The Rensselaer

Newman Foundation is a 501(c)( 3) nonprofit organization

located at RPI, Student Union Room 3514, 110 8th Street, 

Troy NY 12180.

Welcome to the Phelan-Wiberley Society
Founding Members

(as of 15 February 2015)

Rev. Thomas Phelan*

Joseph DiStefano ’62 and Lynne Delehanty DiStefano

Kathleen and David Haviland ’64

James Ljunglin ’57

Joseph Morano ’78

Richard and Elizabeth Tantillo

*deceased

The Phelan-Wiberley Society is a community who shares the

vision of our early leaders, Fr. Thomas Phelan and Steve & Betty

Wiberley. It consists of alumni, parishioners, friends, faculty and

staff who support the vision of The Rensselaer Newman

Foundation by including the Foundation in their long-term

financial and estate plans. Members of the Society belong to a

select group of individuals who have chosen to extend their

legacies while furthering the work of the Foundation.


