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During the summer months, which come

and go quickly, I met with many of RPI’s

Class of 2020 throughout orientations and it’s

always fun getting to know our students.  As I

compose this letter, we are gearing up for the

new school year and looking forward to a

rewarding year for all.  We share in the

excitement of our first-year class and returning

students, as they are eager to start the new

academic year in the company of amazing

friends, peers, faculty, staff and the university

community.  Fall is a great time on campus, full

of renewed energy, fresh ambitions and all the

beauty of nature’s glory.   

I would like to share with you a letter I received

soon after graduation.  It has been edited by

necessity. However, I impart the bulk of the

contents with you.  “We are writing to thank

you, the RPI University Parish of Christ Sun of

Justice and the RPI Newman Foundation for

being part of our son’s religious life while

studying at RPI over the past five years.  He will

be graduating with his Master’s Degree this May

and has been able to keep in touch with his faith

through the parish.  He has spoken highly of the

relationships he formed while there and we

enjoyed the Masses we attended over the years,

when visiting campus.  It is a challenge in today’s

world for students to keep in touch with their

faith while away at college and we are grateful

our son had the opportunity.”  This young man

is one of but many who have, also, touched our

lives and inspire us, as we (the staff, parish and

foundation) minister with, and for, our students. 

Your support enables our ministry to make

manifest the living presence of God here at RPI.

THANK YOU ~!~  Please, I humbly ask for your

continued donations to make this important

work possible. 

Wishing you and all your loved ones continued

blessings in every area of your lives.  You are in

our prayers daily.

Sincerely,

Father Ed Kacerguis

Chaplain and Pastor

Dear Alums, Family and Friends:

Fr Ed. presents the
contributions from
the Christ Sun of

Justice Parish
Personal Care Closet

Drive to Therese
Stauch on behalf of
Catholic Charities

Aids Service.



We have had an extraordinary year filled with programs,

activities, and Masses, while remaining open seven

days a week, nearly 24 hours a day as a place for prayer and

reflection. Thank you for your support—you are part of the

reason why we are able to provide so much for our

community. 

In this issue of the Sun & Balance, we take the time to

acknowledge those who have chosen to include RNF in their

philanthropy.  Without these donations, the Rensselaer

experience for our students and community would be one

without: 

• a spiritual presence on a campus that is so focused on

intellectual growth.

• an organization whose full-time responsibility is to support

students ethically, morally, and spiritually.

• guidance for those searching to learn and understand the

path of Christ.

• a place for counseling and nurturing in a religious

grounding.

If you should take the time to read the names listed, please

know they are shared in celebration. We appreciate each and

every donor at RNF as we continue our presence in the

Rensselaer experience.

Celebrating You
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Board of Trustees
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Rev. Edward S. Kacerguis,
Treasurer

Brett M. Hutton, Secretary

Charles F. Carletta 

Paul Conforti 
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William J. Drunsic 

AnneMarie Ferraro 

Hon. Arthur J. Gajarsa 

Mary Beth Grabowsky 

Richard Hartt

Daniel P. Horvath

Scott L. Hughes, Jr.

Mary Jo Kerrigan

John E. Kolb 

Paul Kraus 

James J. Ljunglin 

Michael J. McCabe 

Robert P. McCarthy 

Joseph S. Morano 

David J. Pacheco 

Steven Sanders 

Sharon E. Valiquette

Nathan Walsh

Emeriti Trustees:

Michael Duffy

David S. Haviland

Lawrence F. Mitter

Robert W. Petricca

September 9 SleepWalks Collaborative 8:00pm
Dreams Event

September 11 G.I.F.T. - Ongoing Faith Formation - 11:30am
Sr. Chris Partisano, CSJ

September 16 Parish Wine Tasting featuring 6:30pm
O-Neh-Da and Eagle Crest Vinyards

September 17 Artists’ Reception 2:00pm

October 8-9 Reunion Weekend 5:15pm

October 16 G.I.F.T. - Ongoing Faith Formation 11:30am

October 21 SleepWalks: The Body of Dreams, 8:00pm
Performance by Ellen Sinopoli 
Dance Company

October 22 Family Weekend Wine and 5:15pm
Cheese Reception

October 22 SleepWalks: The Body of Dreams, 8:00pm
Performance by Ellen Sinopoli 
Dance Company

October 23 Family Weekend Coffee Hour 10:30am

October 31 Annual Halloween Party 10:00pm

November 1 All Saints Day Mass 12:10pm, 6:00pm

November 5 Rensselaer Music Association 7:00pm
Fall Concert

November 13 G.I.F.T. - Ongoing Faith Formation 11:30am

November 16 Capital Pride Singers Concert 7:00pm

Please check our website for more information 
about upcoming events. All are welcome.

This past April, Sr. Clarisse Correia D.C. celebrated her

50th Anniversary as a Daughter of Charity. Sr. Clarisse

was the Director of our Generations in Faith Program here

at the Christ Sun of Justice Parish from September 2009

through May 2012. Recently, she visited us and offered a

homiletic reflection on vocations at all Masses. The Parish

hosted a coffee hour in her honor after the 10:30 Mass. 

Sr. Clarisse 
Celebrates 50th Anniversary

Sr. Clarisse receives a token of appreciation from the Parish.

Upcoming Events
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The building committee is currently taking an active

role in restoring many of the features around the

building that have deteriorated over the past 50 years.

The C+CC recently completed a project to install new

storm windows inside the main auditorium. The next

phase of this project will address the remainder of the

windows around the property. 

Projects Around the Building
– New Window Installation

The Rensselaer Newman
Foundation Welcomes 
New Board Members
Mary Jo Kerrigan currently
lives in West Caldwell, NJ with
her husband, James.  She works
as an IRA Product Specialist
for Merrill Lynch.  Mary Jo
graduated from RPI in 2008
with degrees in Management
and Mathematics, and received
her MBA from Notre Dame in
2013.  While at RPI, Mary Jo
was heavily involved with the
Newman Catholic Fellowship
on campus which is supported
by the Rensselaer Newman Foundation.  It was through this
organization and her involvement in the Catholic community at
the C+CC that she met some of her best friends and had some
of her most memorable experiences.  She is excited to be able
to give back through service on the Board of Trustees so current
and future students may also benefit from everything the C+CC
and Newman Foundation have to offer.

Scott hughes has lived
locally in the
Maplewood/Watervliet area
his whole life. After graduating
Siena College in 2007 with a
Bachelors of Science in
Marketing and Management, he
shifted his career from retail
management to banking and
consumer finance with SEFCU,
the State Employees Federal
Credit Union.  After holding
various positions at different
levels within the organization, he obtained his most recent
position as Dual Branch Manager of SEFCU’s Hoosick Rd. and
RPI Student Union locations.  Having gone to a close knit
catholic college, he made a natural connection with the
Rensselaer Newman Foundation and developed an ongoing and
beneficial relationship between the Credit Union, Father Ed and
the Foundation itself. After several years of working hand in hand
with the Foundation and the overall RPI community, Scott
recently joined the Board of Trustees after receiving a
nomination, where he will further his service and dedication to
the organization’s mission. He is excited to continue providing
service and support for the Newman Foundation, continue his
efforts in the betterment of the local community and to work
with all who are involved in the partnership between SEFCU, RPI
and the Rensselaer Newman Foundation.  

installation of storm windows
inside the C+CC auditorium. 

Seeing all the heavy equipment and hearing the
sounds of construction makes us think of how the
building was originally constructed in the late 60’s.
This picture shows the C+CC in the later phases

of construction after the foundation and walls
were up but still missing a roof and windows. 



I
n light of the Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy, the Knights

made a Pilgrimage to the Holy
Doors at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Albany,
NY.

After the program, we toured the
Cathedral, learned about the
history, design, and renovations
through the years. We even
explored the hewn out foundation
and crypt. Later, we checked out
the WWII Memorial, walked the
Empire State Plaza, had lunch
together, and visited the New York
State Museum.

Thank you to all who attended this
event and a special thank you to
the Cathedral staff as well as Fr. Ed,
our Chaplain, and Deacon Joe for
running the program! 
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The Knights of Columbus at RPI showed a gesture of

appreciation for all Moms and Dads during Mother’s and

Father’s Day. As a thank you for all of the sacrifices they have

made, the council handed out roses to Mothers and Grandmothers

during Mother’s Day, and a small multi-tool for all Fathers and

Grandfathers at all of the Masses at the C+CC. 

Knights of Columbus Thanks
All Mothers and Fathers

happyMothersDay 

The Knights and
members of the

Christ Sun of
Justice Parish 

at the Cathedral

Deacon Joe Romand, 
Patrick Aselin, and Fr. Ed opening

the doors of the Cathedral. 

“At the Chapel + Cultural Center, and Christ Sun of Justice parish,

Katie and I found a welcoming, caring, and loving community

committed to the growth of the students at RPI as well as to justice

in the world at large. We encountered the living Christ in the people,

liturgy, and hospitality at the C+CC weekly, and sometimes daily, for

more than 40 years. It was my privilege to serve as a trustee of the

Rensselaer Newman Foundation for much of that time. In

retirement, we have moved to Florida and found another welcoming

parish, but the C+CC will always be ‘home’ in so many ways.”

Reflections from 
RNF Trustee 
Emeriti Dave Haviland ’64

Knights of Columbus Open Holy Doors, 
Grand Knight - Patrick Aselin ‘18

The Phelan-Wiberley Society is a community who shares the vision of our
early leaders, Fr. Thomas Phelan and Steve & Betty Wiberley.  It consists of

alumni, parishioners, friends, faculty and staff who support the vision of
The Rensselaer Newman Foundation by including the Foundation in their
long-term financial and estate plans.  Members of the Society belong to a

select group of individuals who have chosen to extend their legacies while
furthering the work of Foundation.

if you would like to share your name and intentions
with us or learn more about the Phelan wiberley

Society, please contact Diane waters at
waterd3@rpi.edu or (518) 276-6517.

The Phelan Wiberley Society
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The Parish Supports St. James School
in Kalk Bay, South Africa

Our office recently received correspondence

from L.K. Saunders, Principal at St. James

School, in Kalk Bay, South Africa. She expressed

their extreme appreciation for our generosity in

helping secure a space for them to help their

students with special needs. Below is an excerpt

from the letter:

“We are extremely grateful for the donations. Words

cannot describe how deeply moved and encouraged we

are by the generosity and support from your

community. Due to the favorable exchange rate at the

moment, we are now in a position to have the room

built. We have applied to the City Council to lease a

piece of land in front of the school on which to place

the room and we are waiting

their approval.”

Sarah Miller, (SAM) one of

the students that worked

at the Chaplain’s Office

included a visit to St. James

School, during her spring

break trip to South Africa.

There she was greeted by

the school’s principal,

teachers, and students and

had the opportunity to

take a few photos to share

with us. 

Outdoor Yoga Class

SAM with the students of St. James

Activity time

A classroom at St. James
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Please visit our website or follow us 
on Facebook to view a full list of
upcoming events.

GM Week Festivities at the C+CC
The C+CC hosted a day of fun, food, and entertainment during the RPI GM (Grand

Marshal) Week. On Wednesday during GM week, RPI cancels all classes and students

get a chance to build school spirit and participate in student government elections.

Activities began outside and included games like Kan Jam, Ladder Ball, Corn Hole, and

Mini Soccer. The fun continued into the evening by grilling sausage and peppers and then

concluded with a movie screening in the lounge. Music and a variety of refreshments

provided throughout the day all made for a fun and relaxing atmosphere.


