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We’ve completed Lent,

our springtime

retreat, and our 40-day

journey through the desert

wilds.  As has been the

custom here at the C+CC,

we have a Mardi Gras

celebration with food, mask

making, conversation, and

music.  This year, we added

something special to the

evening.  Skip Parsons and

his Riverboat Jazz Band

joined us and provided an

amazing concert.  Skip has

been around the Capital

District for a number of years,

and is ever so good at bringing forth that

traditional sound of New Orleans jazz.  Gumbo,

dirty brown rice, and jambalaya were on the

dinner menu, while Skip and the band

entertained.  All in attendance were in full

support of making this part of our Fat Tuesday

schedule, and thus, a new tradition has begun.

After the concert, while the students and
others gathered in the lounge to continue the
evening of fun, I had the opportunity to have
conversation with a student that had been a
long time coming.  This happened quite
accidently, but was one of those moments, in
both our lives, that was meant to be.  I
mentioned that Lent is but an hour or so away,
and the student had the opportunity to speak
with me, saying they needed to unload a burden
that they carried so very long.  After midnight
Mass – yes, we begin Lent at that first hour of
Wednesday – as my young friend left the
C+CC, the following was said, “Thank you for
the conversation, I needed it”.  In many ways
conversations like this are a symbol of our
Lenten dessert journey to Easter light and true
freedom on The Risen Jesus.

These conversations and moments happen here
at the C+CC more and more frequently.  It
seems that our fast paced world is catching up
with so many younger people who are longing
for what is authentic in their lives.  They are
looking for more than what is offered through
social media, the quick fix, and those ever
changing fads.

It is because of your generosity that a presence
is maintained here through our building, the
staff, and myself.  We are most grateful for your
support.  That conversation I mentioned, and so
many others, would not have happened if the
C+CC and our programs were not available. All
of us here minister in your name and, because
of your financial efforts, on behalf of our
students.  For this, our thanks are found in this
letter and our prayers. 

A Blessed Easter to you and your loved
ones~!~ 

Sincerely,

Father Ed Kacerguis

Dear Alums, Family and Friends:

Fr. Ed gives the nuptial blessing to Nick and Erika Clemente.



The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) Program
at  The University Parish of Christ Sun of Justice helps

prepare students and adult members of the parish to receive
or complete the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Holy
Communion, Confirmation) and for members of other faith
traditions to discern whether they wish to obtain full
communion with the  Roman Catholic Church.  These
sacraments are received at the Easter Vigil.

Preparation includes study of scripture; Liturgy; Sacraments;
Doctrine; Dogma; Prayer and Church traditions, history, and
structure.  Sessions are held once a week during the fall and
spring semesters and are arranged based on the student’s
schedules.

RCIA Program
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Upcoming Events
March – Art Exhibit – 
April 30 Rensselaer County ARC Daily

April 8 Rensselyrics Invitational 8:00pm

April 9 RMA Small Group Holiday Concert 7:00pm

April 10 Christ Sun of Justice Coffee Hour 11:30am

April 16 Partial Credit Concert 8:00pm

April 17 G.I.F.T. - Ongoing Faith Formation 11:30am

April 20 RPI Chamber Music Concert 7:00pm

April 30 RPI Concert Choir Concert 7:00pm

May 6 Simoni-Dolanski Concert TBD

May 15 G.I.F.T. - Ongoing Faith Formation 11:30am

Please check our website for more information 

about upcoming events. All are welcome.

In December, the RPI Knights of Columbus Council raised
$400 from Christmas ornament sales for the Troy Record’s

Clothe-a-Child campaign.  The Record featured the Knights
as the second highest donors to the program.  The Council
also donated $200 in gift cards to the Unity House.

Knights support
Clothe-a-Child Campaign

Our Facebook page is growing and we invite you to
connect with us. On our page you can see weekly

updates, current and historical photos, as well as our
scheduled events. If you have any stories or photos to
share we invite you to post them on our wall.

Check out the 
Chapel + Cultural Center on Facebook



Scenes from Easter 2016

www.chapelandculturalcenter.org 3 www.christsunofjustice.org



E
lizabeth and Dick Tantillo - Dick was formerly in the Institutional

Advancement Office at RPI and is the VP of Development at Hamilton

College. His wife Elizabeth is a Management Consultant.

For the Tantillo’s, the Chapel  + Cultural Center represents the

beginning of their married life and family life. When asked why they

chose to include it in their estate plans, they shared, “The importance

of leaving a gift in our will is a commitment to the future of this faith

ministry at RPI. Our children, Gabrielle and Luke, were baptized there

and disrupted many a Mass in their infancy.” 

“Most importantly, the community of students, faculty, and

administrators brought together to share in spirituality, comfort and

safety, is a treasure to be saved and nurtured.” The Tantillo’s continued

to say, “We hope many will consider joining us in

preserving the future of the C+CC.”

Since leaving the RPI community for Hamilton

College in 1994, the couple has stayed connected

and Dick most recently volunteered on the capital

campaign committee that raised money for critical

renovations and upgrades to the C+CC.  

Donors Have Lasting Impact

L
ast year, RNF announced a special effort to recognize

those donors who thoughtfully provide for this

organization in their estate plans. To kick off the effort, we

shared that anyone making their intentions known in our

inaugural year would be considered a founding member of

the Phelan-Wiberley Society.

We continue our work to encourage others to include RNF

in their plans and as a result become a member in the

Phelan-Wiberley Society.   

In each newsletter and on our website, we will offer news

and stories of gifts made. If you would like to share your

name and intentions with us or learn more, please contact

Diane Waters at waterd3@rpi.edu or (518) 276-6517. For

your plans, The Rensselaer Newman Foundation, is a 501

(c)( 3) nonprofit organization located at RPI, Student Union

Room 3514, 110 8th St, Troy NY 12180-3522. 

welcome to the Phelan-wiberley Society
Founding members

Rev. Thomas Phelan*

Robert ’67 and Sandra Berthold

Joseph DiStefano ’62 and Lynne Delehanty DiStefano

Kathleen and David Haviland ’64

James Ljunglin ’57

Lawrence ’55 and Elsie Mitter

Joseph Morano ’78

Richard and Elizabeth Tantillo

*deceased
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The Phelan-Wiberley Society is a community who shares the vision of our early leaders,
Fr. Thomas Phelan and Steve & Betty Wiberley.  It consists of alumni, parishioners,

friends, faculty and staff who support the vision of The Rensselaer Newman Foundation
by including the Foundation in their long-term financial and estate plans.  Members of
the Society belong to a select group of individuals who have chosen to extend their

legacies while furthering the work of Foundation.

If you would like to share your name and intentions with us or
learn more about the Phelan wiberley Society, please contact

diane waters at waterd3@rpi.edu or (518) 276-6517.

The Phelan Wiberley Society

Former Parishioners and RPI Employee Name
Rensselaer Newman Foundation in their Estate Plans



www.chapelandculturalcenter.org 5 www.christsunofjustice.org

myJourney: Transitioning Young Adults
myJourney is a community based program that is a part of

the Troy City School District. It is designed to assist young

adults, 18-21 years of age, as they transition from school

into adult life. These

students have met all of

their graduation

requirements and this

program allows them to

begin experiencing adult

life activities in the

community while having

the support of the school

system. Here, they are

able to expand work

hours and responsibilities,

participate in community-based recreation/leisure

activities, further develop independent living skills, and

begin creating social connections in the environments that

the student will be

using as a young adult.

The Chapel + Cultural

Center (Rensselaer

Newman Foundation)

and myJourney began

their partnership a year

ago. The program was

seeking an age

appropriate setting

outside of the school

building where learning

experiences could be

fostered. myJourney

utilizes the Hospitality

House three days a

week and it is here that

a number of valuable life lessons are taught in the natural

settings where they would occur. Students use the time at

the house to work on skills in the areas of independent

living, such as cooking, cleaning, and doing laundry. Basic

home maintenance and repairs are also addressed. 

Our partnership has allowed us to expand our

experiences in the community. Students access the RPI

Student Union where they can interact with their peers in

a social setting. Students also seek employment options at

the Chapel + Cultural Center as well as various other

establishments locally.

I
n December, the RPI Knights of Columbus Council raised $400

from Christmas ornament sales for the Troy Record’s

Clothe-a-Child campaign.  The Record featured the Knights as the

second highest donors to the program.  The Council also donated

$200 in gift cards to Unity House. To learn more about the

Knights and their work please connect with them on facebook:

www.facebook.com/RPIKofC/

Knights support Clothe-a-Child Campaign

myJourney Students 
at Hospitality House

myJourney takes pride in caring for
Hospitality House bedrooms



The Rensselaer Newman Foundation
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
The Student Union, Room 3514
110 Eighth Street
Troy, NY 12180

Phone:  (518) 276-6518 Chaplains Office
Phone:  (518) 274-7793 Chapel + Cultural Center
Email:  rnf@rpi.edu
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Please visit our website or follow us 
on Facebook to view a full list of
upcoming events.

The Newman Catholic Fellowship supports the
Josephs House by volunteering at Winter Walks. 


