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We are ending the warmest autumn on
record here in the Capital District.  We

were given a taste of the chills in early
September and then a return to some of the
most beautiful weather one could imagine.  The
leaves took a turn to show us their autumn
splendor; then, heavy wind and rain caused
leaves to fall quickly.  Now, we enter the end of
our fall season. 

So many inspirational and challenging happenings
occurred these past few months and welcoming

our freshmen class of 1,700 to
campus and making them feel at
home starts it all.  Our early

September Welcome Picnic was
quickly moved, as the rainy weather was

uncooperative and everyone was invited
inside the C+CC for hospitality,

food, games and all the festivities.
Flexibility is a hallmark of all our

efforts and, this year, all the more so.  By the
way, more people got to meet one another

making this event a bigger hit, if you will.  Our
Fall Speaker Series has been very well received
by both the campus community and the capital
district.  Fr.’s David Fulton and William Reiser
with Health Care Ethics and Harry Potter’s
Theology brought us thought-provoking and
uplifting themes.  Religion and the Arts and
Theology of Star Wars are two speaker events
that await us.  Bishop Hubbard, D.D., Bishop
Emeritus of Albany spoke at the Committee of
One Hundred dinner.  His speech was truly
inspiring and challenging.  Excerpts can be found
in this newsletter and the entire talk can be
found on our web site.  Please spend some time
reading this piece.  The fall is busy with the
Halloween party, (pictures in the next issue)
Thanksgiving and our dinner the eve before.
Advent and Christmas is then soon upon us.  

While I have given something of a reprise of
major efforts on our part, it is the day to day
activities that are so important.   The precious
Chapel + Cultural Center building is celebrated

during, this, our Fiftieth Anniversary year allowing
so much more to happen:  private moments of
reflection, all our liturgies, meeting of all sorts
involving the campus community, the Troy
neighborhood and the entire capital district, as
we serve as a sanctuary for so many people.  

All of this occurs because of you and your
support.  You allow us to take the treasure you
entrust to us and, thus, you assist in manifesting
the Kingdom of God in ways we still stand in
awe of because of what we see and experience.
THANK YOU ~!~  All are remembered in
prayer and at all the Masses celebrated here.

May Thanksgiving give you joy with your family
and friends, may Advent help prepare you for
the celebration of Christmas, may Christmas
give you renewed hope in our mission as the
people of God and may 2018 bring  you health
and happiness in the Lord.

With profound gratitude for all of your support,
prayers and presence. 

Sincerely,

Father Ed Kacerguis
Chaplain and Pastor

Dear Alums, Family and Friends:
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Looking Back
In fall of 1967 I entered the new Ph.D. program in

Communication and Rhetoric, and Mary & I moved into the
married student housing project called Rensselaerwyck, which
was a complex of left-over WWII barracks that had been
erected on the now grassy fields to the east side of Georgian
Terrace, in what is now the East Campus Athletic Village. The
apartments were pretty rudimentary. On one cold winter
morning a neighbor found icicles descending from the shower
head. Mary and I had a son, Stephen, just one year old when
we moved in. Our second son, John, was born a year later.

That same fall, ground was broken for the C+CC. There was
a ceremonial procession around the perimeter of the
property, with a cross leading the procession and hymns sung
by the members of the congregation. There may have been
incense too, but my memory is vague. In lieu of the
traditional laying of a cornerstone, Tom Phelan drove a stake
embossed with the legend “God Is the Measure of All Things”
into the ground at the center of the excavation; it was placed
so that it should now be beneath the concrete foundation of
the C+CC, precisely under the altar. 

During the construction process, Sunday Mass was held, as it
had been for some years prior, in the 15th Street Lounge, now
called The Playhouse. In summer weather, Sunday Mass was in
the garden behind and to the side of the old rectory on 13th
Street. In cold weather, when classes were not in session and
the congregation was small, Mass was celebrated in the
third-floor attic of that 13th Street rectory, which was known
as “the upper room” chapel. I have a strong recollection of
midnight Mass in the upper room chapel on Christmas 1966,
with a celebratory reception following in the rectory, Tom
Phelan’s elegantly furnished home. Mary and I were there with
our son Stephen, then just six months old. It snowed heavily
that night, and we had a tough drive back to the apartment in
Menands where we lived before moving into Rensselaerwyck.
Mary’s brother Jake Kelliher was TP’s assistant chaplain during
the 66-67 academic year, in preparation for his more
permanent assignment as chaplain at SUNY-Oneonta. 

The C+CC was of course recognized as architecturally
innovative, and the New York Times did a piece in their
Sunday Real Estate section on it. There were photographs,
including one of the baptistery, with our toddler son Steve
running around the fountain. Mary and I had a clipping of that
piece, but it has long-since disappeared. I have an image of
the photograph in my mind — I wish I had an actual copy of
it. Steve’s brother John was a newborn, and while he was
actually baptized somewhere else — I can’t recall where —
Tom Phelan used to call Mary occasionally and ask her to
bring him down for a ceremonial re-baptism for some photo
op or other. John must be one of the most well-baptized
persons in the United States. Ironically, in adulthood he

turned rather strongly anti-religion, though he retains a
strong sense of morality. 

Among the multiple uses to which the C+CC was put in the
early days was an arts program for children which was
developed and managed by my late wife Mary Ellen and her
friend Barbara Zuber, wife of Paul Z. who I believe was RPI’s
first African-American faculty member. The program was called
“Sundays at Two.” I recall Rick Hartt, who later served for
many years as Director of the Student Union, standing with his
arms held over his head as the central prop for a performance
of Shel Silverstein’s “The Giving Tree.” Other students who
participated in “Sundays at Two” events included Dick Albagli,
who is now principal percussionist for the Albany Symphony,
and John Cimino, a baritone who went on to a career in
opera. The late Al Baker and his wife-to-be Irene Glenkowsky
were very active in the C+CC and in Sundays at Two as well.

Families were, from the beginning, central at the C+CC (or C+
as some of us called it, though we all recognized it as an A+
place). Among the students who lived at Rensselaerwyck and
Brickwyck, the high-rent district farther up the hill, there were
Terry and Ann Scribner and their three children, John and
Marge D’Amico, also with three children, Jay and Prill (for
Priscilla) Murphy and their daughter Sarah, who was our
Steve’s good friend, George and Barbara Homolka (with three
children), Bob and Joan Ashdown, who as I recall didn’t start
their family until after they had moved on from RPI.  Joe and
Ellie White lived in a house off North Lake Avenue. Joe had an
amusingly irreverent take on Papal infallibility; it was a great
idea he said, because if the Pope ever needed to know
whether something was true or not, all he had to do was
stand in front of a mirror and try to say it. If he succeeded it
had to be true because he was infallible.  

And of course there were faculty members and their families:
Pete and Donna Wayner, Frank and Alice DiCesare, Patrick and
Mairin Quinn, Bill and Charlotte Russell … And then there
were families who had no specific connection with RPI other
than an affinity for the liturgical and personal style of Tom
Phelan: Tom and Colleen Bickman, Joe and Barbara Baggott, Ed
and Kathy Spain. Some of these people remain connected to
Christ Sun of Justice, and whenever I see them or the many
newer young families with children at Mass, I remember those
wonderful early days. 

Michael Halloran ‘73 completed his Ph.D. in Communication 
and Rhetoric at RPI. He taught here as a TA and then a 
faculty member in the department of Language, Literature 
and Communication from 1967 until his retirement in 2003. 
His wife Mary Ellen died on Valentine’s Day, 2017 of 
Alzheimer’s disease. Michael can be reached by email at
s.michael.halloran@gmail.com.

by Michael Halloran 
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Newman Catholic Fellowship

members of the newman Catholic Fellowship
enjoy one of many sunday evening dinners in
hospitality house.

newman Catholic Fellowship
hosts coffee hour during RPi
Family weekend.

Cj maranon ‘19, 
edwin Cruz aguirre ‘18,
wendy Tully-Gustafson ‘20,
Fran hyde and Fr. ed

melanie and art Gajarsa ’62
(second row)

Projects around the Building

In late August we have begun the all awaited Window Project. Work

began by abatement of asbestos and removing the glass from the

window frames. The glass was then replaced and installed with new

glazing. The frames were then painted. This was repeated several times

as the crews moved through the building in various sections. The

wooden spandrel pieces were then removed, planed, sanded, stained,

and sealed with multiple coats of varnish. Work continues each day

here with good progress.
Before (top) and after (bottom) 

The C+CC is completing many restoration and preservation 

projects. Some of the recent accomplishments are:

• Restoration of all windows at the C+CC and Slavin House
• Installation of new storm panels and screens
• Front entrance door restoration
• Repainting C+CC sign and lettering on main auditorium floor
• Professional cleaning of floors
• New carpet inside the Lounge



50th Anniversary 
of the C+CC Challenge, 

“It’s Up to Us”

At our recent Committee of 100 Dinner, Fr. Ed

Kacerguis and the Rensselaer Newman Foundation

announced a challenge for the 50th Anniversary of the

C+CC. A close friend of ours said they would match

each increased or new donation dollar for dollar for a

total amount of $150,000. So motivated by the first

friend, a second friend stepped forward and added

another $50,000 to the overall challenge, bringing the

amount to $200,000. In the Spring Sun & Balance, we

will detail how you can be involved in this

extraordinary combined challenge.  
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The C+CC has a New Website!

Have you been on our website lately? If not, check it out

to see the new look at www.chapelandculturalcenter.org 

We are working with Neil Grabowsky ‘04 and the Jersey

Nerds. Danny Feretti, our new designer, has created a new

design for our website and content organization within. The

new website was build from scratch while preserving many

aspects from the old site. 

Some of the new and enhanced features of this website

include: 

• Mobile compatibility

• Ease of navigation

• Social media connectivity

• Search function

• Media Gallery

• Timeline of our History

• Recent NEWS 
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50th Anniversary of the Chapel + Cultural Center

excerpts of howard hubbard, dd
Bishop emeriti of the diocese of albany,

at the Committee of 100 dinner:

“I am honored and privileged to join with you this

evening as we commemorate the 50th Anniversary

of the establishment of the Chapel + Cultural

Center which has been such a rich treasure for the

Rensselaer campus, the City of Troy and the

Diocese of Albany.

Growing out of the Newman Foundation at RPI

which published a monthly newspaper, the Newman

Technologist, the Newman Club had regular

meetings with interesting speakers, sponsored

dances, fielded intramural sports teams and

conducted Mass and sacramental celebrations at St.

Paul the Apostle Church, at the Chapel of the Good

Shepherd Home where Fr. Tom Phelan was the

chaplain at the time and resided. He also said Mass

in Lounge 15 of the Playhouse. It was

determined by Fr. Tom and his advisors that a

permanent facility was needed to

accommodate the multi-faceted spiritual,

social, educational and recreational

activities of the Newman Club.

In 1965 under the leadership of John Millet,

the President of the Troy Savings Bank, the

Board of the Newman Foundation was

established and with the approval of Bishop

Edward Maginn, the Diocesan Administrator,

authorization was given to secure property and to launch a

fundraising effort for what would become the Chapel +

Cultural Center.

The first financial contribution was donated by Fr. Phelan’s

college roommate from the College of the Holy Cross, in

Worcester, MA , Rob Thomas of Tampa, Florida, who made

an initial grant of $25,000 dollars which was used for the

purchase of the land.

In December of 1966, the Board of Trustees of the

Foundation authorized the building committee to expedite

final plans for the Chapel + Cultural Center and in February

of 1967, Peter  Levatich, a Rensselaer alumnus and an

architect with the firm Levatich and Miller, completed a plan

which met with the approval of the building committee,  Fr.

Phelan, President, Richard Folsom of Rensselaer, and the

Bishop of Albany, William A. Scully.  Mr. Levatich was assisted

by the renowned liturgical designer Ade Bethune.  

Through substantial contributions

from the Board of Trustees,

alumni, and other generous

benefactors, due in no small part

to the fundraising expertise of Dr.

Steve Wiberley, whose daughter

Sharon Valiquette will be the

recipient of the Sun and Balance

Award this evening, the Board felt

confident in entering into a

contract with the Corina

Construction Company to begin

erecting the Chapel + Cultural

Center and the accompanying

parish house.

In the Fall of 1968, a two week

long dedication festival took place,

capped by a dedication Mass with

music composed by Father

Clarence Rivers, perhaps the best

contemporary composer of church music at

the time, who also offered commentary and

led the singing.  He was accommodated by

Nick Brignola, a nationally recognized jazz

musician and three other musicians.  

In 1969, my predecessor, Bishop Edwin

Broderick celebrated Mass at the Chapel

+Cultural Center and issued a canonical decree

establishing the new facility as a University Parish

to be known as Christ Sun of Justice.

Without the vision, charisma, creativity and ingenuity of Fr.

Tom Phelan, the support and generosity of the Foundation

Board, the cooperation of the administration at Rensselaer

and the beneficence of the alumni and alumnae and

community benefactors, certainly this magnificent prize

winning and multi-functional edifice would never have been

able to grow and flourish as it has.

Fortunately, Fr. Tom has been succeeded by Fr. Ed Kacerguis

who has served the C+CC with such energy and

enthusiasm, and his talented staff who have contributed to

make the parish and cultural center such a dynamic

community of faith, love, learning, music, the arts, cultural,

ecumenical and interfaith activity.

So I salute all who have brought us so felicitously to this

Golden Jubilee celebration.”

(the entire talk will be available on our website)
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Documenting History

Through the great assistance of Jim Hyde '72,

we are building a digital archive of images and

documents to show and share our history. We

applaud Jim’s work. The results will be shared on

our website and at the C+CC which will include

a gallery exhibit, photo book, and digital display.

dedication — dinizuli dancers oct. 30, 1968

holy Thursday 1977, Choir

Coffee hour in front with Bishop Broderick

Center of the universe stake
being driven into the ground
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Sun and Balance
Award

sharon Valiquette ’79 (right) is pictured
with Fran hyde, as she receives the sun
and Balance award. sharon is a current
RnF board member and the former
board president, who was instrumental
in placing the C+CC on the national
Register of historic Places.

RNF Welcomes New Board Members
at the october board
meeting, the Rensselaer
newman Foundation
welcomed its three 
new board members.

J. eric smith, marianne monastero ‘11, and  ed staats



The Rensselaer newman Foundation
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

The Student Union, Room 3514

110 Eighth Street

Troy, NY 12180

Phone:  (518) 276-6518 Chaplains office
Phone:  (518) 274-7793 Chapel + Cultural Center
email:  rnf@rpi.edu
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Please visit our website or follow us 
on Facebook to view a full list of
upcoming events.

The RensselaeR newman
FoundaTion

Board of Trustees

Fran E. Hyde, President

Megan Fannon, Vice President

Rev. Edward S. Kacerguis,
Treasurer

Brett M. Hutton, Secretary

Paul Conforti

Michael F. Diacovo

William J. Drunsic

Matthew Ezovski

AnneMarie Ferraro

Hon. Arthur J. Gajarsa

Mary Beth Grabowsky

Richard Hartt

Daniel P. Horvath

Scott L. Hughes, Jr.

Mary Jo Kerrigan

John E. Kolb

Paul Kraus

James J. Ljunglin                                               

Michael J. McCabe

Robert P. McCarthy 

Marianne Monastero

Joseph S. Morano

David J. Pacheco

Peter Pedone

Steven Sanders

J. Eric Smith

Edward Staats

Sharon E. Valiquette

Nathan Walsh

emeriti Trustees:

Michael Duffy

David S. Haviland

Lawrence F. Mitter

Robert W. Petricca

Richard C. Tantillo

Nov. – Dec. History of the C+CC Gallery  Exhibit

December 2 Partial Credit Fall Show 7:30pm

December 5 Why Get So Religious About 
Star Wars - Alissa Wilkinson ’05 7:00pm

December 8 Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception Mass 12:10pm, 6:00pm

December 9 Christ Sun of Justice Choir 
Winter Concert 7:30pm

December 10 G.I.F.T. Program 11:30am

December 16 Advent Penance Service 11:00am

December 24 Mass of the Deepest Night 10:30pm

December 25 Christmas Day Mass 10:30am

January 21 G.I.F.T Program 11:30am

February 13 Mardi Gras Party 6:00pm

February 14 Ash Wednesday 12:10pm, 5:15pm, 
7:30pm

Please check our website for more information 
about upcoming events. All are welcome.

Upcoming Events


