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The changing seasons bring with them new

hope and fresh expectations. Welcome

indeed is change as we grow tired toiling in so

much happening all around us.  Our world, our

church and our nation are all in some kind of

turmoil.  Our students are trying to make sense

of the events that surround us and, at times, it is

most disconcerting as there are no decisive

answers.  In this semester, I have listened to a

number of students, on intellectual and spiritual

levels, searching for reasons for the chaos and

confusion in our world as they work at being

young adults.  Many come to me trying to make

sense of their deeply held faith.  I believe

listening is probably the most precious gift I

have to give in today’s world.  Through care,

leadership and support of our students and

community at large I can only hope I strengthen

them and make lasting, positive change in 

their lives.   

We continue to celebrate our 50th Anniversary

celebration of the Chapel + Cultural Center

with multiple events.  Some of them covered in

the pages of this Sun & Balance.  It has been fun

and truly joy-filled to receive letters, listen to

those who have returned for programs and

experience the building as it was meant to be.

Please read the email from Dr. Robert Ashdown

‘68, and excerpts from our keynote speaker,

David Haviland ’64, at the Committee of One

Hundred dinner in October.  We will rededicate

the C+CC building on 21 June 2019.  All the

renewal efforts to the C+CC building will be

complete by then, so this celebration will be

extremely special.  Please, if you can, plan to 

join us that day.  

I was the recipient of The Rensselaer Newman

Foundation’s highest honor, the Sun & Balance

medal, at the Committee of One Hundred

dinner.  I am humbled to receive this prestigious

award.  There are no words I can put to paper

to express my gratitude and thankfulness.

Please know, it is my commitment to the

Foundation, our community of Christ Sun of

Justice and all who enter this very special

building to continue my efforts with even a

greater enthusiasm to say “ All are Welcome”

and through meeting all of their needs, whatever

they are, no matter who they are and with no

time constraint.

All is made possible by your generosity and

THANK YOU~!~  Please help us to continue

the ministry of The Rensselaer

Newman Foundation.  May you all

recognize the blessings given by the

Lord to you and your family.  

A Blessed Advent, Holy and Happy

Christmas and a New Year filled with

faith and renewed hope for all.

Sincerely,

Father Ed Kacerguis

Chaplain and Pastor

Dear Alums, Family and Friends:
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RPI 50th Reunion &
Newman Memories
Greetings!  Joan and I enjoyed

participating in the 10:30 Mass on

Sunday and the fellowship time afterward

during my 50th Reunion.  Our relationship

with the RPI Catholic Community is

divided into my undergraduate years and

our early married years while I pursued

graduate studies. 

I lived in the Phi Kappa Theta fraternity

house on 15th Street from 1965 until 1968.

During that time, I got to know Tom Phelan

as a friend as well as my pastor.  I served as

president of the Newman Association in

my senior year, 1967-68.  I am the student

between Tom and Steve in the dedication

picture printed in the 25th anniversary

issue of the Sun & Balance.  

Following graduation and commissioning as

an Air Force officer, I took an academic

delay from active service that lasted four

years.  Tom conducted our Pre Cana classes

in 1969 and then presided over our

wedding in June at St. Thomas Catholic

Church in Delmar.  Joan and I were

involved in the C+CC during its initial four

years.  We joined a small group, under the

auspices of the Christian Family Movement,

meeting at the Hallorans’ house.  We

supported Fred O’Hara, then in charge of

the C+CC, in various activities and

programs.  We met Mary Jane Smith and

got involved in the early years of Unity

House.  Tom baptized our two sons at the

C+CC.

The first picture to the side was taken at a

Mass at Lounge 15.  The second shows Tom

hosting a walk-through at the C+CC then

under construction.  I tended bar at this

event. The final one shows Tom immersing

our son, Michael, in July 1972.  

by Bob Ashdown ‘68 (‘69 and ‘72)
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35th Annual McCarthy - Wiberley Town/
Gown Breakfast– featuring Kevin Bette

Mr. Kevin Bette, President and CEO of First

Columbia, LLC. was our keynote speaker at the

McCarthy – Wiberley Town/Gown Breakfast this year.

His topic was “Engineering & Revival”. Mr. Bette

graduated from Clarkson with a degree in Civil and

Environmental Engineering with further study in real

estate at Harvard University. He initially worked at

Ryan-Biggs Associates in Troy and 20 years ago he

founded First Columbia.

In 2007, we had the pleasure to hear Kevin Bette speak

of the Hedley District Waterfront Development and

describe his plan for the properties acquired from John

Hedley. Since that time, the Hedley District Waterfront

is undergoing substantial development and expansion.

Mr. Bette shared how First Columbia envisions the

future for this integral part of Troy’s redevelopment.

Major updates and walkability of downtown Troy

enhances the appeal to the community and RPI

students. His presentation was of great interest to all

who see this as a transformational project for Troy and

an improvement of quality of services available to the

RPI community.

For more information and status updates visit:

www.thewaterfronttroy.com

mr. Bette showing an overview of First Columbia’s master Plan



C+CC History Exhibit
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With the start of the fall semester the

C+CC kicked off our Fall Speaker

Series. Michele Saracino is an author and

associate professor of religious studies at

Manhattan College. She was our first

presenter and led a dialogue about The

Human Person as Sacred. Michele’s talk

allowed the audience to reflect upon their

connections and interactions with the people

they encounter. 

Fall Speaker Series

michele saracino, our first spokesperson of our Fall speaker series

To celebrate our 50th year, we are hosting a special

exhibition of our history in the C+CC Gallery. The

exhibit will be on display through the month of January. 

We are honored to have been able to serve the students,

faculty, alum, and people of our community for 50 years and

look forward to the future.



Christ Sun of Justice Choir
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On Sunday 21 October, at the 10:30am Mass the

Christ Sun of Justice Full Choir joined in celebrating

the 50th Anniversary of the C+CC with a special musical

liturgy. The Parish is very pleased to have such an

exceptional choir, under the direction of our wonderful

choir director, Barbara Musial, provide their ministry of

music. Thank you for sharing your talents and gifts. 

Karen Campbell, 1998

Donna Crone, 1994

Emily Crone, 1996

Hannah Delos Santos, 2014

Scott Dwyer, 1987

Dorothy Dziewulski, 1988

Dave Dziewulski, 1991

Megan Fannon, 1997

Martin Kaiser, 1988

Jenny Kraus, 1994

Elise Kaulka, 2018

Heather Maffei, 2002

Judy Makowiec, 1971

Jeremiah Malenfant, 2018

Maggie McAuliffe, 2017

Mike O’Reilly, 2018

Tiffany Paskiewicz, 2015

Alexandra Rachiele, 2018

Jackie Scanlon, 2015

Henry Scarton, 1975

Jean Seaver, 2005

Kate Sohasky-Tozzi, 2017

Donovan White, 2018

Barbara Musial – 

Music Director

The ChoiR



www.chapelandculturalcenter.org 6 www.christsunofjustice.org

Speaking at the Committee of 100 Dinner on October 26,

David Haviland ’64, RNF Emeriti board member, focused

on the “place” of the Chapel + Cultural Center as we

celebrate its 50th anniversary. 

RPI alumnus, emeritus professor and retired vice president,

Haviland chose as his text one of our gathering hymns:

“What Is This Place.” The hymnist tells us:

A house of earth, this place becomes a living body when

people gather. For 50 years, the C+CC’s intentionally

grey walls have been brought to life by all manner of

liturgies, talks, concerts, exhibits, dinners and debates,

and also by quiet prayer and meditation.  

In this place, we hear God’s redeeming words and

re-speak them in our actions. For 50 years, the C+CC

has been a place of instruction as well as inspiration to

“go and do likewise.”

In this place, we receive Eucharist and then are called to

become bread and wine for each other. For 50 years, the

C+CC has challenged our community to respect and

serve one another in our work and in lives.

In this place, we “receive what we need to increase: our

justice and God’s peace.” For 50 years, the C+CC has

called our community, especially Rensselaer’s students,

to put their gifts and talents to moral, ethical and

constructive use. 

RPI is justly proud of its mission to educate tomorrow’s

leaders. The C+CC is equally proud that these leaders, so

abundantly talented, will also dedicate their lives to making

the world a better place. 

This, then, is the “place” of the C+CC — at RPI, in Troy, and

in the world. We have worked at it for 50 years. With the

dedication and support of all who value “our justice and

God’s peace,” we will maintain this extraordinary place” for

many more years to come.  

— David Haviland ’64, keynote speaker

at the Committee of 100 Dinner

The C+CC at

50
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Building Projects Update

Rensselaer newman Foundation Board

The RensselaeR newman
FoundaTion

Board of Trustees

Fran E. Hyde, President

Daniel P. Horvath ‘08, 
Vice President

Rev. Edward S. Kacerguis,
Treasurer

Brett M. Hutton ‘95, Secretary

Michael F. Diacovo ‘78

William J. Drunsic ‘63

Matthew Ezovski ‘06

Megan Fannon ‘01

AnneMarie Ferraro ‘90

Hon. Arthur J. Gajarsa ‘62

Mary Beth Grabowsky ‘04

Richard Hartt ‘70

Scott L. Hughes, Jr.

Mary Jo Kerrigan ‘08

John E. Kolb ‘79

Paul Kraus ‘85

James J. Ljunglin ‘57                                      

Michael J. McCabe ‘79

Robert P. McCarthy

Marianne Monastero ‘11

Joseph S. Morano ‘78

David J. Pacheco ‘92

Peter Pedone

Renée Powell

Steven Sanders

J. Eric Smith

Edward O. Spain

Edward Staats

Sharon E. Valiquette ‘79

Nathan Walsh ‘03

emeriti Trustees:

Michael C. Duffy ‘62

David S. Haviland ‘64

James J. Ljunglin ‘57

Lawrence F. Mitter ‘55

Robert W. Petricca ‘66

Richard C. Tantillo

new doors, new air conditioning,
and woodwork repairs.



December 15 Advent Penance Service 11:00am

December 24 Children’s Mass 5:15pm

December 24 Mass of the Deepest Night 10:30pm

December 25 Christmas Day Mass 10:30am

January 13 G.I.F.T Program 11:30am

February 23 Pre-Cana Program 9:00am

March 5 Mardi Gras Party 6:00pm

March 6 Ash Wednesday Midnight 12:10pm,
5:15pm, 7:30pm

March 13 Lenten Wednesday Speaker Series 7:00pm

March 29 Chamber Music Concert 6:00pm

Please check our website for more information 
about upcoming events. All are welcome.

Upcoming Events

make the Rensselaer newman

Foundation your charity to support.
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Please visit our website or follow us 
on Facebook to view a full list of
upcoming events.


